Dimeria veldkampii Kiran Raj & Sivad. is shown to be conspecific with D. woodrowii Stapf as the range of morphological variations are continuous. Hence, it is subsumed under D. woodrowii.
Introduction
Dimeria R.Br., one of the dominant genera of the family Poaceae on lateritic plateaus, comprises of c. 64 species in the world mostly distributed in tropical regions of Asia (Clayton et al., 2006; Mabberley, 2017) . More than 50% taxa (37 species) of this genus are reported from Peninsular India (Ravi et al., 2001; Kiran Raj, 2008; Gosavi et al., 2016) 
of which
Dimeria woodrowii Stapf is endemic to northern parts of Western Ghats (Nayar et al., 2014; Singh et al., 2015) especially along the low elevation lateritic plateaus. It is considered to be a highly evolved species and hence has been kept in a separate section, viz. sect. Annulares (Bor, 1952) . The coiling of racemes to form circinate hoop is a unique character in tribe Andropogoneae. Subsequently, Kiran Raj and Sivadasan (2008) added one more species, D. veldkampii Kiran Raj & Sivad. to this section. From D. woodrowii, it was differentiated based on characters such as, peduncles straight at maturity, rachis loosely rolled to form ringlet, racemes not articulated with peduncle, callus densely hairy and c. 0.3 mm long, glumes wingless or minutely winged at apex, awn with well differentiated basal column (Kiran Raj & Sivadasan, 2008) . So far, this D. veldkampii is known from only two localities (Kiran Raj & Sivadasan, 2008; Dileep & Nair, 2015) .
As a part of taxonomic and distributional study of the endemic herbaceous plants on lateritic plateaus of northern Western Ghats and Konkan, different populations of D. woodrowii have been studied to understand its range of morphological variations, microhabitat preferences, phenology and ecological adaptations. Study has shown that D. woodrowii shows wide range of morphological variations in forming circinate coiling, bending at first node, level of enclosing racemes in spathe-like sheath at maturity, hairiness, wing on upper glumes and awn length. Studies based on different populations revealed, D. veldkampii Kiran Raj & Sivad. as conspecific with D. woodrowii. Details of range of morphological variations of D. woodrowii and comparison of D. veldkampii with D. woodrowii based on protologues are given in Table 1 . It shows that distinguishing characters of D. veldkampii are within the variations of D. woodrowii. Raceme groups Fully emerge out Enclosed in Enclosed to fully emerge from spathe-like from spathe-like spathe-like sheath sheath at maturity ( Fig. 1d-j ) sheath at maturity Callus c. 0.3 mm, densely c. 0.1 mm, hairy Within a single raceme, callus showed bearded variation in size (0.1-0.3 mm) and hairiness pattern (Fig. 1k,l) 
Spikelets

Coriaceous, Coriaceous
Coriaceous, acute at apex.Turn reddish in less acuminate to aristate water exposed areas and early blooming at apex, yellowish plants, while yellow in moist area and late blooming plants. In some individuals, on same plant one raceme can be seen with reddish brown and other with yellowish brown colour (Fig. 1d )
Glumes
Dorsally keeled Dorsally rounded Range in variation of keel, wing and hairs throughout, hairy at base, keeled at apex, within single raceme (Fig. 2i) Peduncles 2.5-5 cm long, glabrous, straight to bend at maturity; racemes usually 2-digitate to subdigitate; 2-6 cm long, enclosed to fully emerge out from spathe-like sheath, singly to repeatedly rolled, loosely to tightly coiled to form hoop rachis smooth and glabrous, trigonous. Spikelets 3-4 × 1.3-1.5 mm, obovate to oblong, pedicelled, awned; pedicels 0.5-1 mm long; callus 0.1-0.3 mm long, sparsely to densely hairy; lower glume 2.5-3 Flowering & fruiting: September-November.
Habitat: It grows usually on low elevation lateritic plateaus at Konkan (rarely at high elevations in northern Western Ghats) on exposed rocky surfaces.
